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ABSTRACT  

This paper aims to introduce an unconventional method of teaching subject-verb 
agreement in the context of the present tense, using hands. If asked how to teach 
subject-verb agreement, most language teachers will most likely tell you that 
subject must agree with the verb in person and number. They do not elaborate. 
This paper demonstrates a method that is unconventional although a little 
childish for teaching subject-verb agreement based on four sets of paradigms, 
which are deliberately organized in such a way that if the students understand the 
first set, they will understand the rest. Both the conventional method of 
deliberating on the grammar rules and the unconventional method of using hands 
had been tried out Universiti Malaysia Sabah. Feedback from students suggests 
that they preferred the latter than the former method. The paper also presents a 
strategy of teaching subject by using the substitution method. 
 
Keywords: subject, subject-verb agreement, conventional method, 
unconventional method, grammar rules 

Introduction 
Subject-verb agreement is a problem area for many students and teachers in 
schools and tertiary institutions. Many language teachers including the 
experienced ones find it difficult to teach this aspect of grammar effectively. 
Subject-verb agreement is the backbone of sentence structure in English, and this 
can be seen in common sentence patterns such as S-V, S-V-O, S-V-O-O, S-V-A, 
and S-V-C where every sentence contains a verb. It deserves our attention and 
especially so in the context of the present tense. Why focus on present tense? 
Statistically speaking, some research findings reveal that verb forms used in the 
present tense occur more frequently than those used in other tenses, hence this 
higher frequency of occurrence of the former justifies the need to focus more on 
the present tense. 
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