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ABSTRACT  
Listening is considered as the most frequently used language skill in almost any 
communication, yet it is often observed to be particularly difficult, and 
sometimes causes anxiety and frustration among foreign and second language 
learners. Successful communication can be hindered without accurate 
understanding of the spoken message. Several research studies have suggested 
the use of podcast materials to develop ESL learners’ listening comprehension. 
This study examines ESL students’ perceptions and attitudes towards the use of 
podcasts in terms of developing their listening competence. Perceptions and 
attitudes towards podcasts have been investigated through a survey 
questionnaire. The vast majority of the respondents stated that they enjoyed 
using podcast and that it had stimulated their interest in learning English. They 
also acknowledged that the use of podcasts could help improve their language 
skills particularly listening.   
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Introduction 
Communication competence involves mainly four skills: reading, writing 
speaking, and listening. Among the skills, listening in learning a foreign and 
second language has not been given much attention in spite of being the most 
needed ability in everyday communication. Without precise understanding of the 
spoken message, successful communication cannot be achieved. Like other 
language skills such as reading, writing and speaking, listening can be learned 
systematically. In earlier times, a trait of part of learning and teaching listening 
was to use professionally produced newscasts, radio, and/or TV programs. With 
new computer technologies and Internet resources such as podcast, English 
language learners are now able to learn various skills of English Language.  
Podcasting is considered one of the novel forms of audio and video materials 
which offer language learners many opportunities to practice language skills, 
especially in listening comprehension. Some research studies have already 
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usefulness. The use of multimedia is becoming a new mode of communication in 
teaching different courses. Educational technologists are of the opinion that use 
of multimedia application both inside and outside the classroom accelerates 
students’ learning process and achievement (Chan, Chen, & Dopel; 2008). 
Multimedia files such as podcast include different modes of presentation such as 
narration, picture, sound, and animation which help learners process information 
quickly through different sensory channels (Mayer, 2000). Moreover, podcast 
materials provide language learners repeated exposure to the target language 
which is beneficial to learning. It offers language learners with samples of real 
language and authentic materials (Thorne & Payne, 2005).  
 
Research has shown that podcast helps independent learning (Stoten, 2007), 
enhances academic success (Lee & Chen, 2007), reduces stress and promotes 
students’ cooperation (Lee & Chen, 2007; Vess, 2006), provide learners with 
examples of real speech and other authentic materials (Chan & Lee, 2005; 
Thorne & Payne, 2005; Stanley, 2005). In language learning, several studies 
have stated that learners can use podcast for developing various skills of English 
language (Kim & King, 2011; Lord, 2008; O’Bryan & Hegelheimer, 2007; 
Rosell-Aguilar, 2007). Rosell-Aguilar (2007) explains that podcasting facilitates 
self-paced learning as well as provides slower learners a platform for 
remediation. Kaplan-Leiserson (2005) points out that podcasting can provide 
another channel for material review as well as assists learners’ listening skills.  
  
Language learning is influenced by many factors and the most significant and 
facilitating factor is positive attitude (Mian, 1998). Teachers often find it difficult 
to motivate students both inside and outside the classroom. The use of podcasts 
can assist this aspect. Several studies (Kavaliauskienė & Anusienė, 2009; Lord, 
2008) have been conducted previously on English language students’ podcast use 
and their attitudes and perceptions of the podcasts’ design and usefulness. In 
most of the cases, students’ perceptions of the podcasts were found to be 
positive. For example, Kavaliauskienė and Anusienė’s (2009) research study 
examined learners’ perceptions of online listening to podcasts. The participants 
of the study were from Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania. Most of the 
participants (76%) showed positive attitudes to the techniques of developing 
listening skills using podcasts.  
 
Similarly, Francom (2009) used a questionnaire to investigate students’ 
perceptions of the weekly podcasts. The findings of the study suggested that both 
teachers and students found podcast as an effective teaching and learning tool 
that bought success to students. Pilcher (2010) explored nurses’ willingness to 
use podcast technology for educational purposes. Li’s (2009) research also aimed 
at finding out about the perception of Hong Kong ESL Secondary 6 students 

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   163 11/28/12   1:48:04 PM



164

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   164 11/28/12   1:48:04 PM



165

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   165 11/28/12   1:48:04 PM



166

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   166 11/28/12   1:48:04 PM



167

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   167 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



168

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   168 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



169

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   169 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



170

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   170 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



171

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   171 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



172

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   172 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



173

MELTA 2012_11Hasan_p160_173.indd   173 11/28/12   1:48:05 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA27)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug true
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (Coated FOGRA27 \(ISO 12647-2:2004\))
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 8.503940
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


