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Welcome to this issue of The English Teaching Journal, Volume 53, Issue 2, where we explore 
the intersections of language, culture and technology in the context of English as a Second 
Language (ESL) education. The diverse collection of articles in this issue highlights the 
ongoing challenges and innovative solutions in teaching English across different cultural and 
technological landscapes. This issue has included a new genre, book review.  These 
contributions serve as a testament to the evolving nature of language education and the need 
for educators to adapt to the complexities of multilingualism and modern pedagogical practices. 

The first article, Translanguaging Influenced Writing in Different Languages: A Case of 
Multilingual Students at Secondary Education in Sri Lanka, provides a fascinating exploration 
of translanguaging as a pedagogical strategy among Sri Lankan multilingual students. By 
examining how students navigate multiple languages in their writing, the author sheds light on 
the cognitive and linguistic benefits of allowing students to draw from their linguistic 
repertoire. This article challenges the conventional boundaries of language teaching and 
encourages educators to embrace multilingualism as an asset rather than a barrier. 

Following this, the article Overcoming Linguistic and Cultural Barriers in English Language 
Learning: An Exploration of Culturally Responsive Pedagogy emphasizes the importance of 
culturally responsive teaching in ESL education, particularly in classrooms where diverse 
linguistic and cultural backgrounds are the norm. The research offers practical strategies for 
teachers to foster inclusivity and enhance learning by integrating students’ cultural contexts 
into the curriculum. As global classrooms become more culturally diverse, this approach is 
vital for ensuring equitable learning opportunities. 

Turning to the psychological dimensions of language learning, Investigating the Level and 
Factors of Speaking Anxiety among High Performing School Students delves into the often-
overlooked issue of speaking anxiety among high-achieving students. This study, conducted in 
Malaysia, explores the factors contributing to speaking anxiety and its impact on student 
performance. It provides essential insights for educators seeking to create supportive 
environments that mitigate anxiety and encourage more confident language use. As 
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communication is central to language learning, addressing speaking anxiety is crucial for 
unlocking students' potential. 

In a world where technology increasingly influences education, the role of augmented reality 
(AR) in game-based learning for ESL is explored in the fourth article, A Systematic Literature 
Review on Augmented Reality in Game-Based Learning for English as a Second Language, 
which provides a comprehensive review of how AR can transform English language learning. 
The article examines the potential of AR to make learning more interactive, engaging, and 
effective. As we continue to integrate technology into the language classroom, this research 
paves the way for innovative tools that can revolutionize how ESL students interact with 
English language. 

Finally, this issue concludes with a book review on Think Aloud Protocols in Second Language 
Writing: A Mixed-Methods Study of Their Reactivity and Veridicality. The review provides an 
insightful critique of the think-aloud methodology used to assess second language writing 
processes. It explores how this method can uncover the cognitive processes behind writing and 
its implications for improving writing instruction in ESL contexts. 

The articles in this issue address some of the most pressing topics in ESL education today: 
from multilingualism and cultural responsiveness to technology and student anxiety. Together, 
they illustrate the dynamic and multifaceted nature of English language learning, offering 
educators fresh perspectives and practical tools to enhance their teaching practice. As we 
continue to face the challenges of teaching English in an increasingly globalized and digital 
world, these contributions remind us of the importance of adaptability, innovation, and 
understanding in the ESL classroom. 

I hope you find this issue both thought-provoking and enriching as you continue your journey 
in shaping the future of English language education. 
 
Happy reading! 
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